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(Instituted  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  Aug1.  30th,  1876  ) 


Articles  of  Association. 


1.  This  Association  shall  be  called  the  Fletcher  Family  Union. 

2.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a President,  a Secretary,  a Treasurer; 
also,  in  each  State,  a Vice-President,  an  Assistant  Secretary,  and  an  Assistant 
Treasurer,  and  also  an  Executive  Committee  of  three  persons,  beside  the 
President  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  said  committee. 
All  the  said  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  until  others  shall  have  been  chosen 
in  their  places,  which  choice  shall  be  made  each  general  meeting. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  society  and 
of  the  executive  committee,  and  shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  books,  records, 
and  papers  of  of  the  society. 

4.  The  Vice-Presidents,  Assistant  Secretaries  and  Assistant  Treasurers  shall 
constitute  State  Boards  to  call  local  meetings  in  their  respective  States,  and  to 
promote  generally  the  objects  and  interests  of  the  Family  Union,  and  make 
report  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Union. 

5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  a general  charge  and  control 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  including  all  financial  matters,  with  the  sole  right 
to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer.  They  shall  fill  any  vacancy  in  any  office,  including 
their  own  committee.  They  shall  call  a general  Be-Union  Meeting  as  often  as 
once  in  five  years  from  August  30,  1878. 
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PRESIDE  NT  Hon.  JOHN  W.  FLETCHER,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS — Abner  W.  Fletcher,  Burnham,  Me.;  Arthur  Fletcher, 
Concord,  N.  H.;  George  L.  Fletcher,  Chester,  Yt. ; Sherman  D.  Fletcher,  West- 
ford,  Mass.;  Edward  P.  Fletcher,  Providence,  R.  I.;  William  I.  Fletcher, 
Hartford,  Conn.;  Edwards  Hall,  M.  D.,  New  York  City;  James  E.  Crane, 
Plainfield,  N.  J.;  Justus  J.  Fletcher,  Leraysville,  Pa.;  Abel  Fletcher,  Massillon, 
O. ; William  B.  Fletcher,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  David  H.  Fletcher,  Rockford, 
111.:  George  N.  Fletcher,  Detroit,  Mich.;  Daniel  Fletcher,  Hustiford,  Win.; 
Col.  Reuben  C.  Benton,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Charles  H.  Whitmore,  Anita, 
Iowa;  Arthur  Weston,  Gallatin,  Mo.;  William  T.  Fletcher,  Colorado  Springs, 
Col.;  Charles  A.  Chapin,  Silver  City,  Nev. ; Thomas  P.  Fletcher,  Elk  Falls,  Kan.; 
Richard  F.  Fletcher,  San  Francisco,  Cal. ; J.  Henry  Lea,  Wilmington,  Del. ; 
James  H.  Fletcher,  Richmond,  Va. ; Edward  H.  Fletcher,  Jacksonville,  Fla.; 
Dix  Fletcher,  Marietta,  Ga. ; Jabez  K.  Parker,  Centreville,  Miss. ; Edward  L. 
Fletcher,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

SECRETARY—  EDWARD  H.  FLETCHER,  New  York  City. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES — Mrs.  Louisa  H.  Marden,  Dixmont,  Me.; 
Rev.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher,  New  London,  N.  H. ; Samuel  Fletcher,  Thetford,  Vt.; 
George  W.  Fletcher,  Dunstable,  Ms.;  William  W.  Fletcher,  Providence,  R.  I.; 
Miss  Charlotte  Matthews,  Birmingham,  Ct.;  Miss  Alice  C.  Fletcher,  New  York 
City;  George  T.  Matthews,  Belleville,  N.  J. ; Lyman  B.  Fletcher,  Kane,  Pa. ; 
Cyrus  Fletcher,  East  Claridon,  O.;  Mrs.  Amelia  C.  Gregory,  Laporte,  Ind.; 
Alfred  M.  Fletcher,  Englewood,  111. ; Rev.  Adin  H.  Fletcher,  Portland,  Mich. ; 
Mrs.  Sophia  R.  Severance,  Trimbelle,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Martha  C.  Bowen,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Mary  E. Hale,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Frank  B.  York,  St.  Louis,  Mo  ; Seth 
H.  Fletcher,  Elk  Falls,  Ks. ; Albert  B.  Whitmore,  Colorado  Springs,  Col.;  Edwin 

A.  Fletcher,  Virginia  City,  Nev.;  Alfred  Giddings,  Redwood  City,  Cal.;  Mrs. 
Dix  Fletcher,  Marietta,  Ga.;  George  S.  Fletcher,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

TREASURER— J.  YARNUM  FLETCHER,  Boston,  Mass. 

ASSISTANT  TREASURERS— Jonathan  H.  Fletcher,  Portland,  Me.; 
Josiah  M.  Fletcher,  Nashua,  N.  H ; Albert  A.  Fletcher,  Bridport,  Vt.;  Horace 
R.  Fletcher,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Robert  S.  Fletcher,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ; George 
W.  Fletcher,  Westerville,  0.:  David  S.  Fletcher,  Troy,  Ind.;  Mark  W.  Fletcher, 
Wayne,  111.;  Lorenzo  Fletcher,  Jackson,  Mich.;  Nelson  Fletcher,  Oskosh,  Wis.; 

B.  F.  Darling,  Deloit,  Iowa. ; Elwyn  Fletcher,  Fort  Scott,  Ks. ; Isaac  F.  Fletcher, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Granville  A.  Fletcher,  Eureka,  Nev.;  Augustine  Fletcher, 
Marietta,  Ga.;  Abram  M.  Wilder,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— E.  Dix  Fletcher,  Lowell,  Mass.;  Warren 
Fletcher,  East  Boston,  Mass.;  John  Fletcher,  Jr.,  Acton,  Mass. 

COMMITTEE  ON  NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  GENEALOGY—  Edwards 
Hall,  M.  D.,  New  York  City;  Prof.  Robert  Fletcher,  Hanover,  N.  H.;  Prof. 
Austin  B.  Fletcher,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jpgl*  Communications,  such  as  inquiries,  matter  for  record  or  publication, 
statistics,  births,  deaths,  marriages,  changes  of  residence,  obituary  notices, 
photographs,  &c.,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Edward  H.  Fletcher, 
418  West  51st  Street,  New  York  City. 

The  next  general  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Summer  of  1883,  unless 
sooner  called  by  the  Executive  Committee. 
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PROSPECTUS 

OF  A NEW  EDITION  OF  THE 

Fletcher  Genealogy. 


At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Fletcher  family  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Luther  J.  Fletcher,  D.  D.,  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  Dr.  Edwards  Hall  of  New  York  City,  Isaac  A.  Fletcher  of 
Lowell,  Mass.,  and  George  L.  Fletcher  of  Chester,  Vt.,  made  the 
following  report  which  was  adopted: 

“ 1.  That  a new  edition  of  the  Genealogy  is  a desideratum. 

“ 2.  That  in  order  to  secure  the  person  or  persons,  who  will 
enter  upon  the  work  of  revising  the  edition  prepared  by  our  kins- 
man, Edward  H.  Fletcher,  and  superintending  its  publication,  from 
the  possible  loss  resulting  therefrom ; we  recommend  that  members 
of  this  Union  in  their  individual  capacity,  and  before  the  close  of 
this  meeting,  pledge  as  a fund  for  such  publication,  a sum  to  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  in  whole,  or  in  part,  to  cover  any  loss  that  may 
result  from  said  publication,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  subscribed. 

“ 3.  That  any  facts  touching  the  history  of  our  family,  or  the 
origin  of  our  family  name,  prior  to  the  time  of  Robert  Fletcher, 
should  be  collected  and  made  a part  of  said  new  edition.” 

In  accordance  therewith,  the  sum  of  $550,  was  subscribed  as  a 
guarantee  fund,  and  the  undersigned  were  subsequently  appointed 
as  a committee  on  the  publication. 

The  work  is  about  ready  for  the  press;  but  before  proceeding 
further,  it  has  seemed  best  to  give  this  last  opportunity  for  making 
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tlie  various  branches  complete  as  to  names  and  facts.  By  address- 
ing the  secretary,  the  deficiencies  existing  in  the  records  concerning 
any  person  or  branch  may  be  learned.  The  facts  desired  are : the 
family  connection;  dates  of  birth,  marriage  and  death;  to  whom 
married;  residence;  occupation;  service  in  war;  and  any  other 
noteworthy  circumstances.  And  this  of  every  descendant  of  Kobert 
Fletcher,  whether  by  male  or  female  fines. 

The  number  of  copies  that,  if  satisfactory,  will  'probably  be 
wanted,  should  be  stated  to  guide  the  committee  in  ordering  the 
proper  number  to  be  printed.  This  is  important — to  avoid  printing 
a surplus  on  the  one  hand,  and  disappointment  on  the  other. 

Of  the  large  number  of  our  family  scattered  through  all  the 
states,  and  whose  names  appear  on  our  records,  we  can  communi- 
cate with  comparatively  few,  not  knowing  their  places  of  residence. 
Hence  the  forwarding,  by  any  one,  of  the  post  office  addresses  of 
others  will  be  of  assistance. 

There  are  desired  then  as  soon  as  possible: 

1.  Facts. 

2.  Probable  number  of  copies  wanted. 

3.  P.  O.  addresses  of  immediate  relatives  and  others. 

The  price  of  the  book  will  probably  be  $4.50 — certainly  not 
more.  It  will  contain  at  least  512  octavo  pages  and  engravings, 
well  and  strongly  bound. 

The  following  considerations  may  properly  be  submitted: 

In  all  human  probability  no  further  publication  will  ever  be 
made,  certainly  not  for  many  generations  to  come;  because  our 
9,000  names  must,  according  to  ordinary  computation,  approximate  a 
complete  register  of  ten  generations  from  Bobert. 

The  old  work  with  4000  names  has  been  cherished  and  prized 
by  its  possessors.  This  will  be  more  valuable. 

A liberal  patronage  will  greatly  gratify  the  compiler  who  has 
spent  much  time  and  money  upon  the  work  during  forty  years  past. 


New  York,  July  30th,  1879. 

All  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  Edward  H.  Fletcher, 
418  West  51st  Street,  New  York  City. 


SECOND 


Fletcher  Family  Re-union, 


HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  LOWELL,  MASS.,  AUGUST,  1878. 


This  Convocation  was  held  in  response  to  the  following  call, 
issued  by  the  Executive  Committee: 

“At  a meeting  of  a considerable  number  of  the  descendents  of 
Robert  Fletcher,  of  Concord,  Mass.  (1630),  held  in  LoweU,  in  the 
summer  of  1876,  a spontaneous  and  almost  unanimous  desire  was 
felt  that  another  similar  assembly  should  be  shortly  held;  and  the 
undersigned  were  appointed  a committee,  charged  with  the  duty  of 
calling  and  providing  for  such  a Re-union. 

Further  to  learn  the  sense  of  the  members  of  the  Family 
generaHy,  this  committee  issued  a circular,  a few  months  since, 
requesting  expressions  of  opinion.  In  accordance  with  the  responses 
returned,  and  in  view  of  the  expectations  under  which  they  were 
appointed,  the  committee  have  made  suitable  arrangements,  and 
issued  a call  for  a meeting  to  be  held  in  Huntington  Hall,  in  the 
city  of  Lowell. 

* ^ 

“Now,  let  us  make  this  a grand  family  gathering;  like  those  of 
the  olden  time;  only,  that  the  years  have  multiplied  our  numbers, 
and  that  instead  of  the  children  and  grandchildren  gathered  around 
the  old  hearthstone,  we  range  from  the  sixth  to  the  tenth  generations 
from  our  common  ancestor.  Our  degrees  of  kinship  may  be  more 
remote,  but  the  ties  are  not  obliterated.  Let  those  scattered  far 
away  revisit  the  old  ground  where  our  blood  was  nurtured  through 
at  least  four  generations;  and  let  the  dwellers  in  and  around  the  old 
homesteads  of  New  England  join  in  pleasant  greetings.” 


The  preliminary  meeting  was  assembled  in  Nichols  & Hutchins’ 
Hall,  at  8 o’clock  p.  m.,  President  John  W.  Fletcher  (2893)  in  the 
chair.  No  formal  business  was  transacted.  Committees  were 
engaged  in  making  arrangements  for  the  following  day,  and  the 
evening  was  pleasantly  spent  in  social,  friendly  intercourse. 


Tuesday  Evening , August  20 th,  1878. 
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Wednesday , August  ‘list. 

By  the  care  of  the  Reception  Committee,  composed  of  Lowell 
members  of  the  family,  the  ^ reat  hall  had  been  handsomely  decorated. 
Plants  and  flowers  in  profusion  adorned  the  broad  stage.  Appro- 
priate mottoes,  and  a beautiful  oil  painting  of  an  old  homestead  in 
Westford,  hung  upon  the  walls.  A large  chart  about  six  feet  square, 
suspended  on  a frame,  contained  more  than  six  thousand  names, 
connected  to  form  a genealogical  tree.  The  Fletcher  family  album 
of  photographs,  containing  about  two  hundred  portraits,  was  an 
object  of  much  interest. 

At  nine  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  hour  for  meeting,  a large  number  had 
assembled,  rapidly  augmenting  until  nearly  five  hundred  of  the 
kindred  had  been  registered  at  the  door.  Two  hours  were  delight- 
fully passed  in  making  and  renewing  acquaintance,  when  the 
President,  John  W.  Fletcher,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  called  the  assembly 
to  order,  and  the  exercises  commenced  with  prayer  offered  by  Rev. 
Luther  J.  Fletcher,  (grandson  of  Joseph,  2298)  D.D.,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  President  addressed  the  kindred  in  congratulation.  He 
spoke  of  the  meeting  two  years  ago.  He  would  call  to  mind  the 
noble  men  and  women  who  have  borne  our  name  and  other  names 
in  descent  from  Robert.  We  meet,  he  said,  to  enjoy  one  anothers’ 
company  to  promote  social  intercourse.  He  knew  the  occasion 
would  be  enjoyed  by  all  present.  He  then  introduced  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Richardson,  the  Mayor,  who  welcomed  the  Fletcher  family  to  the 
City  of  Lowell.  He  said  the  Fletchers  and  Richardsons  were,  at  an 
early  period  connected  by  marriage.  He  hoped  and  believed  the 
members  present  would  be  hospitably  entertained  and  be  much 
pleased  with  their  visit. 

The  Secretary,  Edward  H.  Fletcher  (1949),  of  New  York  City, 
presented  his  report,  in  which  is  stated: 

“The  bulk  of  genealogical  records  has  largely  increased. 
Several  considerable  branches  have  been  added,  and  the  records  of 
many  families  made  more  complete.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  having  on  record  the  facts  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  &c.,  can 
be  accomplished  only  by  the  attention  of  members  in  communicating 
them  to  the  Secretary. 

The  collection  of  photographic  portraits  has  increased. 

The  deaths  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Secretary, 
are  as  follows: 

William  Otis  Fletcher8  (2765)  a merchant  and  banker  in  West- 
field,  Mass.,  will  be  remembered  by  many  who  met  him  in  the  former 
gathering  here.  He  died  suddenly  Dec.  26th,  1876.  From  sketches 
which  appeared  at  the  time  in  the  public  press,  we  learn  that  he  was 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  that  place. 

Adeline  E.  (Hatch),  widow  of  Dr.  Alpheus  Fletcher6  (1914)  of 
Cavendish,  Vt.,  died  Feb.,  1877. 


Ellen  Lord,0  (dau.  of  890)  wife  of  W.  A.  Bacon,  of  Ludlow,  Yt., 
died  last  May. 

Elijah  Fletcher,8  (915)  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  died  Aug.  19th,  1877. 

J.  Wesley  Fletcher,8  (gt.  grandson  of  2297)  a merchant  in 
Canada,  died  March,  1877. 

Parrot  Fletcher,7  (2880)  an  extensive  farmer  in  Madison,  Me., 
died  in  April,  1877,  aged  73. 

Rev.  Jabez  Fletcher,8  (grandson  of  136)  who,  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  drove  his  ox-team  from  New  Hampshire,  160  miles,  to 
Dixmont  in  Maine,  and  cleared  a farm  there ; toiling  all  the  week 
and  preaching  without  compensation  on  the  Sabbath,  died  last  May, 
after  a long  and  useful  life,  aged  78. 

Mary  Fletcher,7  (798)  wife  of  Thomas  Richardson,  of  Westford, 
Mass.,  died  March,  1877,  aged  74. 

Mary  Fletcher,8  (798)  wife  of  Eh  Tower,  of  Westford,  Mass., 
died  May,  1878. 

Nelson  Hunt,  husband  of  Abigail  M.  Fletcher,7  (1938)  of  Barton, 
Yt.,  died  at  their  residence  a few  weeks  since. 

Rockwell  Emerson8  a grandson  of  Ama  Fletcher,  (687)  a lawyer 
in  New  York  City,  died  in  Flushing,  N.  Y.,  June  21st,  1878,  aged  55. 

George  H.  Fletcher,  (2531)  of  Union,  Oregon,  one  of  the  Yice- 
• Presidents  of  this  Family  Union,  and  whom  we  greeted  here  two 
years  ago,  died  at  his  residence  on  the  12th  of  June  last.  He  was 
making  preparations  to  attend  this  meeting  when  he  was  attacked 
with  fatal  sickness. 

Cynthia  Fletcher,7  (1941)  wife  of  Hon.  Luther  C.  Peck,  died  at 
HorneUsvihe,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  instant. 

Eldridge  E.  Fletcher  (900)  a merchant  in  Boston,  died  March 
22d,  1877. 

Upon  our  records  are  nearly  9,000  names.  It  may  be  reason- 
ably estimated  that  there  are  1000  more  of  which  we  have  no 
account,  making  the  total  comprised  in  the  eleven  generations  of 
Robert  and  his  descendents  over  10,000  souls. 

We  have  at  least  four  now  living,  who  are  verging  to  a century 
in  age.  Reuben  Fletcher,  (1677)  in  Reading,  Yt.,  is  ninety-five. 
Caleb  Remington  Fletcher,8  (1895)  of  Solon,  Ohio,  in  his  ninety- 
fourth  year.  Parmelia  Fletcher,  (1464)  widow  of  Cyrus  Kendall  is 
living  in  Westford,  Mass.,  ninety-four  years  old.  Rebecca  Fletcher, 
(dau.  of  2254,)  wife  of  Isaac  Weston,  lives  in  Bloomfield,  Me.,  aged 
ninety-five. 

Inquiries  have  not  been  rare  from  persons  desiring  to  learn  about 
near  relatives,  knowledge  of  whom  had  been  lost  by  long  separation, 
and  in  some  instances  gratifying  re-unions  have  occurred.  Facts  like 
these,  with  the  tangible  one  of  the  present  scene,  render  unquestion- 
able the  benefits  and  pleasures  derived  from  our  Family  Union.” 
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Rev.  James  Cooley  Fletcher,8  (914)  residing  in  Naples,  Italy,  at 
present  on  a visit  to  his  native  land,  addressed  the  meeting. 

He  made  a few  introductory  remarks  concerning  his  where- 
abouts at  the  time  the  first  meeting  was  held.  He  said  he  was  on 
the  edge  of  the  blue  bay  at  Naples,  and  felt  deep  interest  in  reading 
on  those  classic  shores  the  account  published  in  the  Lowell  Courier. 
Continuing,  he  said : Wherever  I have  been  the  sentiment  of  family 
has  been  strong  in  me,  and  I have  welcomed  every  man  that  was  a 
Fletcher,  whether  from  England,  France,  Switzerland  (their  native 
home)  or  America;  whether  in  Brazil,  or  in  Portugal,  in  Italy,  in 
France  or  in  Great  Britain;  wherever  I met  them  it  was  with  me  as 
the  poet  has  said,  “ Like  the  heart  of  Argyle  to  the  tartan  I warm.” 

I will  now  give  a history  of  the  name.  It  is  not  Norman,  but 
Burgundian  French,  and  our  ancestors,  without  doubt,  had  their 
origin  in  that  part  of  Switzerland  once  Burgundian,  but  now  known 
as  the  Canton  de  Yaud,  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  lake  of  Geneva. 
The  origin  of  the  name  has  to  do  with  the  chief  weapon  of  defence, 
fleche , an  arrow — a word  derived  from  the  Latin  verb  fiectire,  to  bend, 
and  has  to  do  with  the  bow.  The  French  verb  is  Flechir.  Now  the 
man  who  bent  the  bow  was  a de  la  Flechiere,  the  bender  of  the  bow — 
in  other  words  the  archer. 

There  is  no  substantive  in  the  French  language  called  Flechier. 
Fletcher  is  an  English  common  name,  and  as  Tarner,  author  of  the 
best  English  and  French  dictionaries,  gives  the  English  word  Fletcher, 
he  has  to  translate  the  word  into  French  by  a circumlocution — saying 
that  the  English  word  Fletcher  is  a fabriquant  de  fitches.  Brady  in 
his  “Dissertation  on  Names,”  perhaps  has  hit  upon  the  origin  of  the 
English  word  by  giving  it  as  fiedger,  the  man  who  fledges  or  feathers 
an  arrow.  Our  name  is  distinctly  French,  and  the  original  word  is 
de  la  flechere,  which  M.  Littre  in  the  great  French  dictionary,  (equal 
in  size  to  six  of  our  largest  unabridged  Websters)  says  it  has  as  its 
synonym  saggitaire  archer. 

How  did  the  Fletchers  come  into  England  ? Here  the  speaker 
gave  some  very  interesting  notices  of  our  English  history. 

He  concluded:  Others  perhaps  have  given  you  most  of  the  facts 
about  the  Fletchers  here  at  home;  but  I would  like  to  say  that  both 
at  home  and  abroad  they  have  struck  me,  first  by  their  love  of  agri- 
culture; second,  by  their  patriotism;  third,  by  their  evident  belief 
in  women,  for  there  are  few  bachelors;  fourth,  by  their  belief  in  God. 
May  we  emulate  their  virtues. 

Congratulatory  telegrams  were  received  from  various  parts.  One 
from  Skowhegan,  Me.,  was  as  follows:  “ Sixteen  of  the  descendents 

of  William  Fletcher,  (2851)  of  Skowhegan,  Me.,  send  cordial  greeting.” 

Letters  were  read  regretting  the  inability  of  the  writers  to  be 
present,  and  tendering  congratulations. 
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An  address  followed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Luther  J.  Fletcher,  (grandson 
of  2298)  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  full  of  interesting  historical  incident.  “ My 
great  grandfather,  Timothy  Fletcher4  (93),”  he  said,  “was  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  and  was  a great  hunter.  He,  with  a certain 
Capt.  Church,  entered  the  camp  of  the  Indian  chief,  Anawam,  ascer- 
tained the  strength  of  that  warrior's  forces,  and  then  acted  as  guide 
to  our  troops  that  surprised  and  routed  them.  In  one  battle  a 
French  general  fell  by  a ball  from  his  musket.”  Dr.  Fletcher 
exhibited  the  powder-horn  which  hung  by  Timothy’s  side  while  he 
hunted  and  fought.  The  same  powder-horn  was  also  used  by  his 
grandfather,  Joseph  Fletcher6  (2298)  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Edwards  Hall,8  (p.  67)  M.  D.,  of  New  York  City,  was  next  intro- 
duced and  spoke  of  the  pleasure  lie  enjoyed  in  meeting  so  many  of 
the  kindred.  He  referred  to  our  genealogical  work  and  spoke  of  its 
importance,  urging  the  assistance  of  the  members  in  perfecting  it,  and 
in  forwarding  the  enterprise  of  a new  edition. 

Rev.  Stephen  C.  Fletcher,7  (grandson  of  2254)  of  New  London,  N. 
H.,  a colonel  in  the  late  war,  serving  nearly  four  years,  and  participating 
in  twenty  battles,  addressed  the  meeting,  and  wasfollowed  by 

Prof.  Austin  B.  Fletcher,8  (gt.  grandson  of  102)  of  Boston,  Mass., 
who  said:  “It  was  a common  saying  of  my  fathers  that  boys  and 
cabbages  needed  transplanting,  and  I have  found  in  my  own  little 
experience  that  it  is  a good  thing  to  go  away  from  home  once  in  a 
while . I used  to  think  that  about  all  the  Fletchers  in  this  country 
lived  in  Mendon,  the  town  in  which  I was  born;  but  about  a year 
ago  I found  that  the  Fletcher  family  had  had  a meeting  in  this  city, 
and  that  my  branch  had  not  even  been  invited.  I felt  that  it  was  a 
matter  which  needed  looking  into,  and  after  a time  I got  hold  of  the 
book,  the  compilation  of  which  has  occupied  the  time  and  talents  of 
our  honored  kinsman  from  New  York  for  so  many  years,  and  I found 
that  the  branch  to  which  I belong  was  so  insignificant  when  compared 
with  the  others  that  he  hadn’t  noticed  us  at  all.  I wrote  to  Edward 
H.,  and  as  the  result  of  our  correspondence,  he  has  promised  to  give 
us  a small  branch  upon  the  family  tree,  and  I feel  that  I have  been 
reinstated  into  good  society. 

I trust  that  these  meetings  will  awaken  in  us  a deeper  interest 
in  each  other,  and  that  they  will  be  the  means  of  drawing  us  closer 
together  into  a truer  family. 

The  president  read  a poem  contributed  by  Mrs.  Caroline  F.  Dole 
(dau.  of  2862),  of  which  the  following  are  the  first  and  last  verses: 

This  gathering  of  a summer’s  day, 

So  soon  to  scatter  far  and  wide, 

What  means  it?  but  that  each  would  say, 

One  tie  binds  brother  side  to  side. 
***** 

Thus  in  the  true  nobility, 

God  makes  of  character  on  earth, 

Long  may  the  name  of  Fletcher  be 
A synonym  of  truth  and  worth. 
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A hymn  was  sung  by  the  assembly  from  a sheet  prepared  and 
printed  for  the  occasion. 

The  committee  on  a new  edition  of  the  Fletcher  Genealogy 
reported:  ( See  prospectus,  page  3.) 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  Albert  A.  Fletcher,7  (gt.  grandson 
of  2297)  of  Bridport,  Vt.,  was  appointed  as  a committee  as  therein 
provided. 

Amos  Fletcher,7  (2887)  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  made  an  address. 

The  meeting  adjourned  for 

DINNER, 

which  was  served  in  Jackson  Hall  adjoining,  and  every  seat  was 
occupied  at  the  well-spread  tables.  During  the  repast  music  by  an 
orchestra  was  enjoyed,  and  after  singing  by  the  company,  they 
returned  to  Huntington  Hall,  where,  at  half-past  two  the  meeting 
was  again  called  to  order  for  the 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Albert  A.  Fletcher,  committee  on  guarantee  fund,  reported  the 
following  pledge  for  subscription: 

‘‘We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  agree  and  bind  ourselves  to  stand 
and  pay  any  assessment  which  may  be  found  necessary  to  complete 
the  new  edition  of  the  Genealogy  of  the  Fletcher  family,  to  the 
extent  of  the  amount  set  a.ainst  our  names  respectively,  and  to 
forward  the  same  on  demand  to  the  proper  officer  designated  for 
the  collection  of  the  same,  should  any  deficiency  occur  and  assess- 
ment be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  thereof  ; said  assessment 
being  computed  pro  rata  on  the  amount  subscribed.” 

The  following  subscriptions  were  then  handed  in : 


Henry  E.  Fletcher,8  (2548)  St.  Johnsbury,  Yt $25  00 

Albert  A.  Fletcher,  Bridport,  Yt 25  00 

John  W.  Fletcher,  Chelsea,  Mass 25  00 

Sherman  D.  Fletcher,7  (1929)  Westford,  Mass 25  00 

Stephen  C.  Fletcher,  New  London,  N.  H 25  00 

J.  Yarnum  Fletcher,7  (810)  Belmont,  Mass 25  00 

James  C.  Fletcher,  Indianapolis,  Ind 30  00 

Mark  W.  Fletcher,8  (854)  Wayne,  111 25  00 

Edwards  Hall,  New  York  City 25  00 

James  E.  Crane,9  (p.  66)  Plainfield,  N.  J 25  00 

Charles  Osgood,8  (son  of  792)  Townsend,  Mass 25  00 

Josiah  M.  Fletcher,8  (1296)  Nashua,  N.  H 20  00 

H.  K.  Fletcher,7  (2115)  Lowell,  Mass..  . . : 20  00 

William  H.  Martin,  Cambridge,  Mass 20  00 

Robert  Fletcher,8  (1994)  Hanover,  N.  H 15  00 

Luther  J.  Fletcher,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 15  00 
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E.  Dix  Eletclier,8  (2150)  Lowell,  Mass $15  00 

Samuel  Fletcher,7  (son  of  2051)  Graniteville,  Westford,  Mass.  15  00 

Ruel  H.  Fletcher, s (2555)  East  Cambridge,  Mass 10  00 

E.  Dana  Bancroft,8  (grandson  of  1187)  Ayer,  Mass 10  00 

Warren  Fletcher,8  (979)  East  Boston,  Mass 10  00 

Parker  Fletcher, » (1731)  Winchester,  Mass 10  00 

Charles  G.  Fletcher,8  (1720)  Lexington,  Mass 10  00 

O.  C.  Jaquith,  Boston,  Mass 10  00 

John  A Fletcher,9  (son  of  2893)  Chelsea,  Mass 5 00 

George  L.  Fletcher,9  (434)  Chester,  Yt 5 00 

Parker  Fletcher,7  (2108)  Groton,  Mass.  5 00 

Jacob  W.  Manning,3  (son  of  361)  Reading,  Mass 5 00 

William  Fletcher,8  (1259)  Chelmsford,  Mass 5 00 

John  Page,  Leominster,  Mass 5 00 

Fletcher  Haywood,  Hudson,  Mass 5 00 

Mrs.  G C.  Chapman,8  (gt.  grandau.  of  2277)  Middlebury,  Yt.  10  00 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Derby,  Boston  Highlands,  Mass 5 00 

George  W.  Fletcher,8  (875)  Dunstable,  Mass 5 00 

Isaac  A.  Fletcher,  (2151)  Lowell,  Mass 5 00 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Fletcher,  (2491)  Templeton,  Mass 5 00 

N.  W.  Farwell,8  (grandson  of  2714)  Boston,  Mass 5 00 

Henry  H.  Fletcher,8  (2168)  Lowell,  Mass 5 00 

John  B.  Fletcher,8  (2482)  St.  Albans,  Yt 5 00 

John  F.  Whitney,8  (son  of  542)  Boston,  Mass 5 00 

Edward  H.  Fletcher,  New  York  City 5 00 


The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  J.  Varnum  Fletcher,  was  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

George  L.  Fletcher,  from  the  committee  on  the  revision  of  the 
Constitution,  reported  Articles  of  Amendment  which  were  adopted, 
making  them  to  stand  as  follows:  ( See  page  1.) 

A committee  was  appointed  by  the  president  to  nominate  officers 
of  the  Family  Union,  consisting  of  Dr.  Edwards  Hall,  of  New  York 
City;  Sherman  D.  Fletcher,  of  Westford,  Mass.;  Henry  E.  Fletcher, 
of  St.  Johnsbury,  Yt.;  Prof.  Austin  B.  Fletcher,  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
Prof.  Robert  Fletcher,  of  Hanover,  N.  H. 

A poem,  contributed  by  N.  H.  Dole,9  (grandson  of  2862)  of 
Boston,  was  read  by  the  president. 

Prof.  Robert  Fletcher,  of  Dartmouth  College,  made  a short  address. 

Dr.  L.  B.  Morse  (2113)  addressed  the  meeting. 

E.  Dana  Bancroft,  of  Ayer,  Mass.,  made  an  address,  during 
which  he  recited  an  old  humorous  poem  entitled:  “Tobias  and 
Carbuncus,”  which  he  led  the  audience  in  singing. 

Josiah  M.  Fletcher,  of  Nashua,  was  next  announced,  and  read  a 
poem;  prefacing  its  delivery  by  a few  appropriate  remarks.  He 
gave  the  information  that  his  grandfather  at  one  time  owned  a large 
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portion  of  the  land  on  which  Lowell  now  stands,  and  built  the  first 
mill  in  the  city,  on  the  banks  of  the  Concord  river  in  1810. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  through  Dr.  Hall  the 
following  list  of  officers,  leaving,  however,  some  of  the  positions  of 
Vice-Presidents,  Assistant  Secretaries  and  Assistant  Treasurers  to  be 
filled  by  the  Executive  Committee,  which  was  adopted.  ( See  page  1.) 

Rev.  Silas  S.  Fletcher,8  (2487)  of  Exeter,  N.  H.,  made  an  address, 
expressing  his  pleasure  that  this  organization  had  been  formed,  and 
urging  its  members  to  cultivate  friendly  relations,,  and  to  use  every 
effort  to  maintain  the  high  standing  of  the  Fletchers. 

The  president  made  some  congratulatory  remarks,  the  assembly 
joined  in  singing,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  evening. 

Wednesday  Evening. 

Vice-President  George  L.  Fletcher,  of  Chester,  Vt.,  presided. 

A poem,  contributed  by  Abel  Fletcher,8  (son  of  338)  of  Massilon, 
Ohio,  was  followed  by  an  address  by  Josiah  M.  Fletcher,  of 
Nashua,  N.  H. 

Edward  H.  Fletcher,  of  New  York  City,  spoke  of  the  advantages 
and  pleasures  which  the  organization  afforded,  and  of  the  pleasant 
acquaintance  of  many  cousins  which  he  had  formed. 

William  Fletcher,  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  referred  to  the  farm  he 
owns  in  that  place,  which  has  never  been  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  family,  but  has  remained  in  direct  unbroken  descent  from  William, 
the  son  of  Robert, 

Rev.  James  C.  Fletcher,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  mentioned  some 
eminent  women  of  the  family,  among  them  the  wives  of  Daniel 
Webster  and  Dr.  Brown — Sequard. 

Prof.  Austin  B.  Fletcher,  of  Boston,  favored  the  audience  with 
readings. 

The  Vice-President  presiding,  made  a closing  address. 

Music  and  dancing  continuing  to  a later  hour,  concluded  the 
festivities. 

Wednesday,  August  22 d. 

No  formal  meeting  was  held,  but  a considerable  number  met  in 
Huntington  Hall  in  the  morning,  for  the  farewell  grasp  and  parting 
cheer.  Some  were  escorted  in  groups  by  Lowell  friends  to  view  the 
manufactories  and  other  objects  of  interest.  Parties  went  to  West- 
ford,  Chelmsford,  and  Dunstable  to  visit  the  cemeteries  and  ancient 
homesteads. 

And  so  they  departed  to  homes  near  and  distant,  bearing  pleas- 
ing recollections  of  a happy  time;  and  having  its  recurrence  assured 
within  a five  year’s  period. 

Gratitude  was  due  and  felt  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  to 
the  Lowell  friends.  The  excellent  arrangements  and  provisions  were 
not  without  the  expenditure  of  time,  labor  and  money  on  their  part. 


